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He concluded by saying he had written frankly and without
reserve, and he hoped he would not be misunderstood He already
owed much to Pherozeshah in public life, and he felt he might lay
bare to the latter the aspirations as well as the wounds of his heart
without being repulsed for doing so.
With the support of Pherozeshah and a few other friends, in-
cluding Mr. (now Sir) T. J. Bennett of The Times of Indw, Gokhale
was eleaed to the vacancy in April At one time, Mr. Bomanji Petit
and Mr. Ibrahim Rahimtulla thought of contesting the seat, but they
were persuaded to withdraw, and the election was unanimous, A
happier choice could not have been made. If it was Pherozeshah who
introduced a new spirit into the Council Chamber, and taught his
countrymen to stand up and speak up like men, it was Gokhale who
gave them their first lessons in constructive statesmanship, and
paved the way for the enlargement of their rights and liberties. Each
was a pioneer in his own way, and together they forged the weapon
which in the fulness of time was to win for India the recognition of
her right to self-government and equal partnership within the
Empire.
II
If Pherozeshah expected that the resignation of his seat in the
Imperial Council meant a period of comparative ease for him, he
was soon to be disillusioned. In the middle of the year, a storm of
unprecedented violence broke over the Presidency, and threw it tufco
a state of considerable excitement From the secluded hei^bs ol
Mahableshwar, an 'innocent little Bill' was quietly kitackd into
existence, calculated to effect far-readying cbwiges in the hmA
revenue system of the Ptesideticy. As its real db&m$er came to be
recognized, an agitation was started such as has not ofoea been seen
in this Presidency.
Under the Bombay Land Revenue Code of 1879, tod wfam
brought under survey settlement, was to be held tod Qca2j3ieci Mia
perpetuity, conditionally 00 the payment of the tmovots <tee on
account of the land revenue for the same," and the ri^Jic of occu-
pancy was declared to be a heritable aod tramfamMe property,